Hepatocellular prolapse of hepatic portal tracts and subendothelial space of central veins in idiopathic portal hypertension.
We report a case of idiopathic portal hypertension (IPH) with unusual liver pathology. The liver showed changes similar to these previously reported in IPH and, in addition, we observed the unusual features of prolapse of hepatocytes into portal tracts and also into the subendothelial space of hepatic veins. Hepatocyte prolapse into hepatic veins has previously been reported only in patients with a history of androgenic steroid therapy and immunosuppressive therapy. We speculate that, in our case, prolapse of hepatocytes could be related to the abnormal intrahepatic blood flow or to intrahepatic vasculopathy.